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STUDENT  ACTIVITIES 

The  variety  and  kind  of  extra-curricular  activities,  and  the  oppor- 
tunities they  afford  for  leadership  and  initiative,  for  the  development 
of  interests  and  the  broadening  of  social  concepts  and  relationships, 
play  an  important  part  in  the  lives  of  the  students  of  any  educational 
institution.  At  Sweet  Briar,  where,  because  of  its  relatively  small  size 
and  rural  location,  the  community  is  more  dependent  upon  its  own 
resources  for  recreation  and  interest  outside  the  classroom  than  at 
larger  and  more  centrally  located  institutions,  student  activities  are 
recognized  as  making  vital  contributions  toward  the  building  up  of 
an  intimate  and  friendly  community  life  which  offers,  and  in  large 
measure  achieves,  a  degree  of  participation  by  each  member  of  the 
student  body.  This  survey  of  student  activities  for  the  year  1935-36 
indicates  the  campus  organizations  which  have  grown  up  at  Sweet 
Briar  in  response  to  student  needs,  the  opportunities  they  offer  and 
the  extent  of  participation,  as  well  as  presenting  a  picture  of  non- 
academic  student  interests. 

STUDENT  GOVERNMENT  ASSOCIATION 

The  Student  Government  Association  is  the  basic  organization  of 
the  students  of  Sweet  Briar,  comprising  the  entire  student  body  with 
membership  automatic  upon  matriculation.  It  handles  the  discipline 
of  the  college,  which  is  based  upon  the  honor  system,  and  the  social 
regulations  of  the  students,  and  serves  as  a  clearing  house  for  student 
discussion  and  an  avenue  for  the  expression  of  student  opinion. 

Student  Government  was  established  during  the  first  year  of  the 
college  in  response  to  a  petition  made  by  the  students  to  the  faculty, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  "the  students  of  Sweet  Briar  College,  be- 
lieving that  there  is  dignity  and  honor  in  student  government,  desire 
individual  and  community  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  students 
in  matters  not  strictly  academic."  This  sense  of  individual  and  com- 
munity responsibility  is  the  foundation  of  Student  Government  and 
one  of  the  most  firmly  established  traditions  of  the  college. 
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At  the  head  of  the  Association  is  the  president  of  Student  Govern- 
ment, a  position  which  constitutes  in  effect  the  presidency  of  the  stu- 
dent body.  The  president  and  other  officers — the  vice-president,  the 
secretary,  and  the  treasurer — together  with  the  six  house  presidents, 
constitute  the  Executive  Committee  of  Student  Government.  The 
committee  this  year  includes  Marion  Taylor,  '36,  president;  Catherine 
Mitchell,  '36,  vice-president;  Logan  Phinizy,  '36,  secretary;  Nancy 
Nalle,  '37,  treasurer;  Jacqueline  Moore,  '36;  Elizabeth  Pinkerton,  '36; 
Margery  Cruikshank,  '37;  Molly  Gruber,  '37;  Mary  Talcott,  '3  8;  and 
Jessie  Silvers,  '38,  house  presidents. 

The  Sweet  Briar  Student  Government  Association  is  a  member  of 
the  National  Student  Federation  of  America  and  of  the  Southern  Inter- 
collegiate Association  of  Student  Government  and  regularly  sends  repre- 
sentatives to  the  conferences  of  these  organizations.  This  year  the 
president  and  vice-president  of  Student  Government  attended  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  National  Student  Federation  held  in  Kansas  City 
from  December  22  to  31,  and  in  March,  Nancy  Nalle,  the  president- 
elect, and  Elizabeth  Pinkerton,  senior  house  president,  attended  the 
conference  of  the  Southern  Intercollegiate  Association  in  Atlanta. 

Through  the  Executive  Committee  Student  Government 

_         ...  handles  what  might  be  called  the  civic  life  of  the  students. 

Committee.  ° 

The  Committee  holds  weekly  meetings  for  the  considera- 
tion of  current  business  and  campus  problems  and  calls  meetings  of 
the  student  body  as  occasion  demands.  It  has  original  jurisdiction  in 
matters  of  discipline.  The  Executive  Committee  is  in  charge  of  stu- 
dent elections  not  only  for  its  own  officers  but  also  for  the  other  im- 
portant campus  organizations.  Revisions  of  student  regulations  must 
originate  with  the  Executive  Committee,  be  passed  by  the  student  body 
and  referred  to  the  faculty. 

This  year  the  Executive  Committee  instituted  a  series  of  discussions 
to  stabilize  the  interpretation  of  some  of  the  social  regulations,  and 
promoted  a  discussion  of  phases  of  the  Honor  System  with  the  pur- 
pose of  unifying  and  clarifying  their  interpretation  among  both  faculty 
and  students.  This  was  done  by  a  joint  student-faculty  committee 
composed  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  a  faculty  group  appointed 
for  the  purpose.  Following  a  series  of  discussions  by  this  group  a 
general  convocation  was  called  to  present  and  discuss  its  findings. 


The  Executive  Committee  also  serves  on  the  College  Council,  a 
student-faculty  group  composed  of  the  President  of  the  college  in  an 
advisory  capacity,  the  Dean,  the  General  Freshman  Adviser,  and  seven 
members  of  the  faculty,  together  with  the  Executive  Committee,  repre- 
senting the  student  body.  The  president  of  Student  Government  acts 
as  chairman  of  the  College  Council.  The  function  of  the  Council  is 
to  serve  as  an  intermediary  body  between  faculty  and  students  and  a 
discussion  group  for  problems  of  general  college  welfare.  Cases  of 
major  discipline  may  also  be  referred  to  the  Council. 

The  Social  Committee  of  Student  Government,  headed  by 
Committee       a  ser"or  appointed  by  the  Dean's  Office,  seeks  to  set  the 

social  tone  of  the  campus.  It  is  charged  with  maintain- 
ing the  social  regulations;  it  provides  hostesses  for  the  informal  Satur- 
day night  dances  and  other  week-end  events,  and  in  general  it  serves 
as  the  center  of  campus  social  life. 

The  Finance  Committee,  headed  by  the  treasurer  of  Stu- 
Finance 

Committee  Government  and  composed  of  the  treasurers  or  busi- 

ness managers  of  all  other  campus  organizations,  works 
out  the  Student  Activities  Fund,  and  the  Student  Government  treas- 
urer is  charged  with  the  collection  and  proper  distribution  of  the  fund 
among  the  various  organizations. 

The  Advisory  Council  of  Student  Government  is  composed 
Council       °^  t^ie  Executive  Committee,  the  four  class  presidents  and 

two  other  representatives  of  each  class,  and  the  presidents 
of  all  campus  organizations.  The  function  of  this  group  is  what  its 
name  implies,  to  serve  as  a  medium  for  the  discussion  of  campus  prob- 
lems and  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  community  life. 

Through  the  Orientation  Committee  Student  Govern- 
Orientation  .,  . 

Committee  ment  seeks  to  aid  in  the  adjustment  of  freshmen  to  cam- 
pus life,  to  give  them  an  understanding  of  the  meaning 
and  purpose  of  Student  Government,  and  to  build  up  in  them  a  sense 
of  community  spirit  and  co-operation.  This  year  the  committee  has 
carried  on  an  enlarged  program  of  activities  with  very  satisfactory 
results.     The  Orientation  Committee  returns  to  college  to  greet  the 
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freshmen  when  they  arrive  for  a  three-day  orientation  program  in 
September  prior  to  the  return  of  the  other  students,  and  to  provide 
information,  assistance,  advice  and  entertainment  during  that  period. 

This  year  the  freshman  class  has  been  divided  into  small  groups  of 
from  eight  to  ten  members  under  an  orientation  leader  from  the  upper 
classes.  These  leaders  wrote  to  the  members  of  their  groups  during  the 
summer,  met  them  when  they  arrived  at  Sweet  Briar,  and  saw  to  it 
that  the  members  of  each  group  became  acquainted  with  each  other 
immediately.  Working  with  small  numbers  in  this  way,  they  have 
been  able  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  members  of  their  groups 
throughout  the  year  and  to  be  very  helpful  in  many  individual  prob- 
lems of  adjustment. 

Beginning  with  a  Student  Government  party  for  incoming  students 
immediately  after  the  arrival  of  freshmen  in  September,  the  Orienta- 
tion Committee  sponsored  a  series  of  entertainments  for  freshmen  dur- 
ing the  early  part  of  the  year.  In  September  the  Committee  gave  a 
dinner  in  Grammer  Common  Room  for  the  entire  freshman  class,  and 
thereafter  for  the  next  six  weeks  smaller  dinners  were  given  once  a 
week  for  groups  of  freshmen  according  to  the  dormitory  floors  on 
which  they  lived. 

The  Committee  has  also  promoted  a  series  of  discussion  groups 
throughout  the  year  for  the  purpose  both  of  advising  and  instructing 
the  freshmen  and  of  getting  their  suggestions  and  opinions.  One  such 
discussion  meeting  was  held  on  the  subject  of  quiet  in  the  dormitories, 
always  a  matter  capable  of  much  discussion;  one  on  the  proposal  of 
instituting  mixed  instead  of  class  dormitories;  one  at  the  time  of  stu- 
dent elections  in  February  to  instruct  the  freshmen  on  the  duties  of 
the  various  offices  they  were  voting  to  fill,  and  one  at  the  time  of 
registration  in  the  spring. 

All  of  these  activities  by  the  Orientation  Committee  have  proved 
helpful  in  giving  the  new  students  a  sense  of  being  part  of  the  college 
community  and  able  to  contribute  toward  that  community,  and  the 
results  of  this  work  have  been  felt  in  increased  co-operation  and  morale. 

Y.  W.  C.  A. 

The  Y.  W.  C.  A.  has  always  been  one  of  the  very  active  organiza- 
tions at  Sweet  Briar  and  for  the  past  two  years,  under  the  impetus  of 
dynamic  leadership,  it  has  expanded  and  enlarged  its  sphere  of  activities. 

[6] 


Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  work  done  by  this  organization  and  its 
opportunities  for  service,  a  survey  of  the  activities  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
for  this  year  presents  an  especially  interesting  picture  of  student  initia- 
tive and  community  spirit. 

Sweet  Briar  is  located  in  Amherst  County,  a  rural  community  in 
which  there  are  no  towns  and  few  villages  and  in  which,  because  of 
the  scattered  population,  facilities  usually  found  in  more  closely  settled 
regions  are  sometimes  lacking.  There  are  therefore  many  opportunities 
for  service  and  leadership  among  the  rural  population,  the  employees 
of  the  college  and  the  Sweet  Briar  farm,  and  the  colored  people  of  the 
neighborhood.  The  Y.  W.  C.  A.  has  increasingly  taken  advantage  of 
these  opportunities,  so  that  its  work  may  now  be  divided  roughly 
into  campus  activities  among  the  students  and  outside  activities  in  the 
community. 

The  Y.  W.  also  includes  the  entire  student  body.  Its  officers  this 
year  have  been:  Alma  Martin,  president;  Aline  Stump,  vice-president; 
Nancy  Parsons,  secretary;  and  Ada  Denton,  treasurer;  all  members  of 
the  class  of  1936.  There  is  also  a  Y.  W.  C.  A.  Cabinet,  comparable 
to  an  executive  committee,  composed  of  the  chairmen  of  all  the  com- 
mittees functioning  under  the  organization. 

An  indication  of  the  degree  of  interest  manifested  by  the  students 
in  the  work  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  this  year  is  given  by  the  fact  that  298 
out  of  a  student  body  of  422,  approximately  70  per  cent,  have  volun- 
teered to  take  an  active  part  in  some  phase  of  that  work. 

_.  ., ,  Dorothy  Stewart,  '37,  has  been  chairman  of  the  Children's 

Children's  . 

Committee      Committee,  which  throughout  the  year  has  gathered  the 

children  of  the  Sweet  Briar  community  and  of  the  white 
grade  school  in  the  neighboring  village  of  Amherst  in  the  Sweet  Briar 
Common  Room  every  Friday  afternoon  to  play  games  and  do  small  bits 
of  handicraft.  Parties  were  given  celebrating  Hallowe'en,  Christmas 
and  Valentine's  Day,  for  which  the  children  made  all  their  own  deco- 
rations and  favors  under  the  guidance  of  the  committee.  At  the 
Christmas  party  the  committee  entertained  the  children  with  magic 
tricks,  tap  dancing  and  relay  potato  races,  and  provided  a  Santa  Claus 
who  brought  gifts  to  each  child  before  the  refreshments  were  served. 
When  the  weather  permitted  during  the  year,  games  were  played  on 
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the  lawns  of  the  campus,  and  the  children  were  taught  games  such  as 
volleyball,  baseball  and  soccer. 

Nancy  Braswell,  '36,  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
„  .  .  work  in  the  colored  schools  of  Amherst  County,  a  compara- 
tively new  activity  of  the  Association  which  is  having  grati- 
fying results.  On  Wednesday  afternoons  throughout  the  year  Sweet 
Briar  girls  under  the  direction  of  this  committee  have  been  going  to 
the  colored  grade  schools  of  Amherst  County  to  teach  the  children  co- 
operative games,  how  to  make  favors  for  parties,  and  embroidery  and 
sewing.  These  children  for  the  most  part  have  had  few  facilities  for 
play,  and  in  many  cases  it  is  necessary  to  teach  them  not  only  games 
but  how  to  play  and  enjoy  themselves  in  normal  group  recreation. 
The  Y.  W.  C.  A.  donates  certain  supplies  such  as  scissors,  colored  paper, 
colored  chalk,  pencils  and  all  the  trimmings  with  which  to  make  deco- 
rations. This  year  the  colored  children  staged  a  play  under  Sweet  Briar 
direction,  depicting  the  first  Thanksgiving.  At  Christmas  the  com- 
mittee also  gave  a  party  for  them  at  which  they  played  games  and  sang 
Christmas  songs  and  Santa  Claus  presented  each  one  with  a  gift,  and 
on  Valentine's  Day  members  of  the  committee  read  them  Valentine 
stories. 

The  committee  arranged  with  the  film  company  supplying  pictures 
to  Sweet  Briar  throughout  the  year  to  present  a  special  showing  of 
Shirley  Temple  in  "The  Little  Colonel"  on  the  campus  for  the  colored 
children  of  the  schools  and  they  flocked  to  Sweet  Briar  from  all  over 
the  county  for  this  occasion.  Many  of  these  little  country  children 
had  never  before  seen  a  moving  picture  and  for  most  of  them  it  was 
an  unusual  event.     Ice  cream  was  served  to  them  following  the  picture. 

One  very  interesting  outgrowth  of  this  work  among  the  colored 
schools  has  been  the  establishment  of  a  colored  Amherst  County  Day 
modelled  after  the  annual  Amherst  County  Day  held  at  Sweet  Briar 
each  May,  when  the  white  residents  of  the  county  are  invited  to  the 
college  campus  to  take  part  in  a  general  community  gathering  featured 
by  demonstrations,  exhibits,  group  games,  contests,  baby  clinics  and 
contests  and  community  singing,  and  by  contests  and  exhibits  staged 
by  the  white  schools  of  the  county  in  response  to  the  offer  of  prizes 
by  various  departments  and  members  of  the  faculty  of  the  college. 
The  Y.  W.  C.  A.  committee  has  co-operated  with  the  colored  Home 


Demonstration  agent  and  other  welfare  agencies  of  the  county  in  pro- 
moting the  colored  Amherst  County  Day,  has  offered  prizes  for  exhibits 
and  class  room  work  to  the  schools,  has  taught  the  children  how  to 
prepare  their  exhibits,  and  to  compose  and  sing  group  songs  for  this 
occasion.  The  children  also  chose  a  king  and  queen  and  held  a  May 
Day  celebration,  the  costumes  for  which  they  made  themselves  out  of 
crepe  paper  under  the  direction  of  the  committee. 

In  the  two  years  of  its  existence  the  work  of  this  committee  has 
been  very  successful  and  it  is  felt  that  it  has  great  possibilities  of  use- 
fulness in  the  future. 

Ellen  Lee  Snodgrass,  '37,  next  year's  president  of  Y.  W. 
Traveling  .  . 

Libraries        ^~"  ^*'  been  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Traveling 

Libraries  this  year.  Some  years  ago  Miss  Doris  Lomer, 
librarian  at  Sweet  Briar,  compiled  several  traveling  libraries  for  chil- 
dren of  books  donated  by  students  and  members  of  the  community, 
and  housed  them  neatly  in  wooden  boxes  painted  green  and  bearing  the 
Sweet  Briar  seal.  These  were  at  first  circulated  among  the  schools  of 
the  county  by  the  Home  Demonstration  agent.  Most  of  these  small 
rural  schools  have  no  library  facilities  and  many  of  the  children  have 
little  access  to  books  other  than  their  school  textbooks,  so  these  circu- 
lating libraries  brought  a  new  world  of  books  and  the  excitement  and 
romance  of  history  and  adventure  to  the  children.  After  the  first  year 
the  work  of  circulating  the  libraries  was  taken  over  by  the  Sweet  Briar 
Y.  W.  C.  A.,  and  the  number  of  libraries  has  increased  to  21.  This 
committee  also  has  charge  of  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  the  libraries 
and  the  making  up  of  new  ones.  Books  and  magazines  are  solicited 
from  the  college  and  the  community,  and  in  addition  to  the  libraries 
sent  to  the  schools  assortments  of  reading  matter  are  sent  to  the  C.C.C. 
camps,  to  convict  camps  and  to  Home  Demonstration  Clubs.  The 
books  are  changed  every  two  weeks  and  requests  for  books  are  answered 
at  all  times  anywhere  in  the  county  provided  the  rules  of  the  Sweet 
Briar  Traveling  Library  are  complied  with. 

This  is  a  new  committee,  headed  this  year  by  Kathleen 
Monroe  _        ,         ,  ,  .  ,    ,  .     .      .  ,  , 

„         ...  Donohue,    36,  which  has  worked  with  a  group  or  women 

Committee.  '        '  or 

in  Monroe,  a  small  neighboring  railroad  center.     Through- 
out the  year,  members  of  the  committee  have  met  with  the  Woman's 
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Demonstration  Club,  taking  part  in  their  meetings,  offering  suggestions 
and  helping  to  formulate  plans.  In  October  the  Club  raised  money  to 
feed  undernourished  children  in  the  community  and  to  help  pay  for 
some  corrective  physical  work.  During  the  year  the  women  of  the 
Club  have  sold  sandwiches  at  Sweet  Briar  and  in  that  way  were  able 
to  finance  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  parties  in  their  community. 
In  April  the  Club  staged  a  one-act  play,  The  Rag  Carpet  Bee,  assisted 
by  the  Sweet  Briar  committee.  This  work  is  in  its  initial  stages,  but 
it  is  felt  that  it  has  been  helpful  in  fostering  a  sense  of  community 
spirit  and  bringing  entertainment  and  social  contacts  to  the  group. 

The  duties  of  the  collection  committee,  which  has  been 
Collection 
Committee      headed  this  year  by  Nancy  Old,  '38,  are  to  place  baskets 

on  each  hall  in  the  dormitories  for  the  collection  of  dis- 
carded clothing,  to  sort  and  mend  the  articles,  and  to  distribute  them 
to  various  agencies  in  the  county.  At  Thanksgiving  and  at  Christmas 
the  committee  also  sends  out  baskets  of  food  for  needy  families,  which 
at  Christmas  contained  a  gift  for  each  member  of  the  family.  At 
Thanksgiving  the  list  of  needy  families  provided  for  came  directly 
from  the  relief  agency  in  Amherst;  at  Christmas  the  committee  worked 
in  conjunction  with  that  agency  and  the  Sweet  Briar  Church  Com- 
mittee. Baskets  were  sent  to  fifteen  families  at  Thanksgiving  and  to 
thirty  families  at  Christmas. 

The  Indian  Mission  at  Bear  Mountain  is  one  of  the  long 

Tlie  Indian            ,  ,.  ,     ,  .                    .  .                                   _,.          , 

..,.     .                established  interests  of  the  Y.    w.  C.  A.     The  colony  at 

Mission.  J 

Bear  Mountain,  about  ten  miles  from  Sweet  Briar,  is  com- 
posed of  a  group  of  people  who  are  a  mixture  of  white,  Indian,  and 
Negro  blood,  a  combination  which  has  excluded  them  from  any  race 
group.  They  are  isolated  and  not  responsive  to  outside  influence.  The 
Episcopal  Church  maintains  a  mission  there  and  for  years  the  Y.  "W. 
C.  A.  has  been  interested  in  their  welfare.  This  year  the  mission  com- 
mittee has  been  headed  by  Virginia  Eady,  '3  8,  and  every  Friday  after- 
noon a  group  of  students  has  gone  there.  They  play  competitive  games 
with  the  children,  teach  them  songs,  and  help  them  stage  plays  and 
other  entertainments.  Hallowe'en  and  Christmas  parties  were  given  at 
the  Mission;  at  Easter  there  was  an  egg  hunt  with  prizes,  and  later  in 
April  the  children  staged  some  short  original  plays  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  committee. 
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This  year  the  senior  class  gave  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  to  be  used  for  whatever  purpose  it  thought  most 
desirable,  and  the  Cabinet  decided  that  the  most  helpful  thing  it  could 
do  was  to  enlarge  the  school  building  at  the  Indian  Mission.  Hereto- 
fore the  Mission  has  had  no  place  to  hold  community  gatherings,  and 
this  enlarged  room  enables  them  to  have  meetings,  dances  and  other 
special  events  requiring  a  large  room.  Double  folding  doors  have  been 
placed  in  the  center  of  the  room  so  that  it  can  be  cut  into  two  smaller 
rooms  for  daytime  classroom  work.  The  students  feel  that  this  addi- 
tion to  the  building  has  done  more  to  bring  community  spirit  to  the 
group  than  anything  else  they  could  have  done. 

Due  to  Sweet  Briar's  location,  the  waitresses  in  the  college 
Maids'  .  , 

Committee       refectories  and  at  the  Boxwood  Inn,  most  of  whom  come 

from  nearby  counties,  have  not  very  many  facilities  for 
entertainment,  and  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  has  therefore  a  committee  which 
endeavors  to  provide  interests  and  amusements  for  them.  Dorothy 
Nicholson,  '38,  is  this  year's  chairman  of  the  committee.  Weekly 
meetings  are  held  with  the  maids.  This  year  so  much  interest  has  been 
shown  in  bridge  that  tables  and  cards  have  been  bought  for  them  and 
students  have  instructed  them  in  the  game.  Current  events  talks  have 
been  held  on  Tuesday  evenings,  Hallowe'en  and  Christmas  parties  were 
given,  and  lantern  slides  of  European  countries  have  been  shown.  Sun- 
day night  chapel  services  were  held  each  week,  which  they  conducted 
themselves.  Members  of  the  committee  have  taught  them  ballroom 
dancing  and  tap  dancing,  and  with  the  gymnasium  open  to  them  once 
a  week,  groups  of  them  have  been  taught  to  play  basketball.  There 
has  also  been  a  "reading  hour"  each  week  which  has  varied  according 
to  their  desires  from  fiction  to  essays  or  some  popular  contemporary 
work. 

In  addition  to  this  committee  work,  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  has 
Campus  ... 

Co        ttee  course  carried  on  many  activities  among  the  students 

on  campus.  One  of  its  important  objectives  has  been  to 
further  the  religious  life  of  the  college.  To  this  end  it  has  co-operated 
in  conducting  the  bi-weekly  chapel  services.  Nine  students  have  con- 
ducted services  this  year,  a  fact  which  has  helped  to  give  the  student 
body  a  share  and  an  interest  in  the  religious  services  of  the  college. 
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It  has  promoted,  with  the  support  of  the  administration,  a  series  of 
religious  talks  and  discussions  by  the  Reverend  Donald  H.  Stewart,  of 
Chapel  Hill,  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Stewart,  who  came  to  Sweet  Briar 
earlier  in  the  year  as  one  of  the  visiting  ministers  conducting  Sunday 
services,  returned  at  the  invitation  of  the  Association,  and  from  April 
6  through  April  9  held  forums  and  discussion  groups  during  the  after- 
noons and  evenings.  During  the  mornings  he  was  available  for  con- 
ferences with  individuals  or  small  groups.  The  Y.  W.  C.  A.  has  also 
sought  to  promote  the  reading  of  devotional  books  by  furnishing  a 
shelf  for  them  in  the  Library  which  is  open  to  the  student  body. 

Socially  the  Association  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  life  of  the 
college.  During  the  fall  and  spring  after-dinner  coffee  hours  have  been 
held  in  the  parlors  of  one  of  the  dormitories.  Members  of  the  Cabinet 
have  acted  as  hostesses  and  both  students  and  faculty  have  been  invited. 
These  informal  gatherings  have  proved  an  excellent  means  for  further- 
ing student-faculty  relationships  as  well  as  student-student  relation- 
ships. In  the  week  before  the  Christmas  holidays  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
sponsored  a  candlelight  hour  in  the  A.  A.  room  of  the  gymnasium 
which  was  attended  by  both  students  and  faculty.  Christmas  songs 
were  sung  and  several  members  of  the  faculty  from  other  nations  told 
of  Christmas  customs  in  foreign  lands.  During  the  mid-year  exami- 
nation period  the  Association  also  sponsored  a  quiet  hour  of  reading 
in  one  of  the  parlors.  On  Hallowe'en  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  gave  a  large 
party  for  the  entire  college,  at  which  a  small  admission  fee  was  charged, 
and  which  took  the  form  of  a  cruise  party.  The  Cabinet  were  all 
dressed  in  deck  togs,  the  decorations  carried  out  the  ship  idea,  and  the 
usual  cruise  games  were  played. 

The  Y.  W.  C.  A.  has  co-operated  with  the  Student  Government 
Association  in  welcoming  the  freshmen  and  making  them  feel  at  home 
as  quickly  as  possible.  A  group  of  Y.  W.  girls  returned  to  college 
for  the  freshman  orientation  period  before  the  opening  of  college  in 
September  and  helped  with  the  activities  of  Student  Government  at 
that  time.  The  Association  also  published  the  Student  Handbook  con- 
taining the  constitutions  of  the  various  campus  organizations,  faculty 
and  Student  Government  rulings  and  other  information  helpful  to 
freshmen,  which  was  sent  to  all  incoming  students  during  the  summer. 
Immediately  after  the  opening  of  college  in  September  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
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entertained  the  whole  student  body  at  a  party  in  the  Refectory  given 
to  provide  an  opportunity  for  old  and  new  students  to  meet  each  other; 
and  during  the  early  fall  the  Association  gave  a  series  of  teas  for  dif- 
ferent groups  of  freshmen  in  the  gardens  of  Sweet  Briar  House.  The 
heads  of  the  various  committees  acted  as  hostesses  on  these  occasions 
and  explained  the  functions  of  their  committees,  urging  the  freshmen 
to  join  in  some  phase  of  the  work. 

The  Association  at  Sweet  Briar  has  kept  in  close  touch  with  the 
Lynchburg  Y.  W.  C.  A.  and  has  co-operated  with  several  of  their 
projects.  On  November  23  the  Cabinet  attended  the  Inter-Faith  Con- 
ference held  in  Lynchburg  and  reported  that  it  found  the  discussions 
of  inter-racial  problems  very  helpful  with  some  of  the  problems  here. 
In  December  the  Cabinet  attended  a  dinner  given  by  the  Industrial  Girls 
Group  in  Lynchburg,  and  another  such  dinner  in  February,  at  which 
Miss  Louise  Leonard  McLaren,  head  of  the  Industrial  Girls'  Summer 
School,  was  guest  of  honor.  The  following  week  Miss  McLaren  was 
guests  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  at  Sweet  Briar  and  gave  informal  talks  about 
the  school,  its  purposes  and  possibilities.  The  Sweet  Briar  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
has  contributed  seventy-five  dollars  toward  a  scholarship  enabling  one 
of  these  industrial  girls  to  attend  the  summer  school  this  year. 

All  of  these  varied  activities  on  and  off  the  campus  have  contributed 
very  definitely  to  the  life  of  the  college  and  the  community,  and  pro- 
vide an  encouraging  indication  of  the  students'  social  interests  and 
attitudes. 

ATHLETIC  ASSOCIATION 

As  Sweet  Briar  is  a  country  college  with  a  three-thousand-acre 
campus,  sports  and  all  outdoor  activities  naturally  play  an  important 
part  in  the  life  of  the  students,  and  the  Athletic  Association,  which  co- 
operates with  the  Department  of  Physical  Education  in  the  manage- 
ment of  sports,  is  one  of  the  most  important  campus  organizations. 
Because  of  the  degree  requirement  of  four  hours  of  physical  education, 
all  members  of  the  freshman  and  sophomore  classes  are  required  to 
become  members  of  the  Athletic  Association.  Membership  in  the 
Association  is  automatic  in  the  junior  and  senior  years  and  participation 
in  sports  is  optional. 

Under  the  organization  of  the  Athletic  Association  there  are  student 
heads  of  each  of  the  organized  sports  and  as  student  leadership  and 
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enthusiasm  is  part  of  the  tradition  at  Sweet  Briar,  these  leaders  are 
charged  with  much  of  the  detailed  work  involved  in  the  management 
of  the  various  sports.  The  officers  of  the  Association  and  the  heads  of 
sports  form  the  Athletic  Council.  This  year's  officers  are  Katherine 
Niles,  '36,  president;  Margaret  Smith,  '36,  vice-president;  Elizabeth 
Lockett,  '3  8,  secretary;  and  Virginia  Eady,  '38,  treasurer. 

Hockey  has  been  for  years  one  of  the  most  popular  sports  at 
Sweet  Briar,  and  this  has  been  a  particularly  successful  year 
both  from  the  point  of  view  of  numbers  participating  and  the  quality 
of  play.  Isabel  Olmstead,  '37,  has  been  head  of  hockey  and  has  been 
re-elected  to  that  post  for  next  year.  There  have  been  twenty  hockey 
teams  playing  on  campus,  including  the  Varisty,  the  senior-sophomore 
and  junior-freshman  teams,  one  senior  team,  two  junior  teams,  five 
sophomore  and  eight  freshmen  teams,  as  well  as  a  team  made  up  of 
members  of  the  faculty  and  community.  Thirty-four  interclass  games 
were  played  on  campus  from  October  7  through  November  26,  and  the 
class  championship  was  won  by  the  class  of  193  8,  with  the  class  of 
1937  second  and  1939  third. 

In  intercollegiate  hockey  Sweet  Briar  played  William  and  Mary  on 
the  home  field  on  October  31  and  won  with  a  score  of  7  to  0.  In 
November  the  Varsity  attended  the  annual  tournament  of  the  Virginia 
Field  Hockey  Association  in  Williamsburg  and  won  an  eight-to-nothing 
victory  over  Harrisonburg  State  Teachers  College  and  an  eight-to-one 
victory  over  an  Etcetera  team  made  up  of  players  from  other  Virginia 
colleges.  On  November  16  the  Varsity  played  Westhampton  College 
at  Sweet  Briar  with  a  score  of  three  to  nothing,  thus  completing  its 
second  consecutive  undefeated  year. 

At  the  Virginia  state  tournament  six  of  the  Sweet  Briar  varsity  were 
chosen  for  the  Virginia  Field  Hockey  Association  team,  which  took 
part  in  the  tournament  of  the  Southeast  Section  of  the  U.  S.  Field 
Hockey  Association  held  in  Montclair,  New  Jersey. 

Team  co-operation  was  especially  good  this  year  and  the  quality  of 
the  playing  was  excellent. 

Sweet  Briar  is  located  in  the  splendid  fox  hunting  country 
Riding.         ,.  ,  ,_...,  .  , 

of   Piedmont    Virginia,    the   campus   contains   nearly   twenty 

miles  of  trails  and  bridle  paths,  and  the  college  maintains  a  stable  of 
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riding  horses,  so  it  follows  naturally  that  riding  should  be  one  of  the 
most  important  and  popular  outdoor  activities  of  the  students.  There 
are  two  riding  rings  on  the  campus  and  a  drag  hunt  course  with 
jumps  of  various  types.  There  are  frequent  drag  hunts  during  the 
year  and  several  real  fox  hunts,  one  of  which,  on  Thanksgiving  morn- 
ing, has  become  a  firmly  established  college  tradition.  Moonlight  rides 
and  picnic  rides  are  other  events  which  give  interest  to  this  picturesque 
sport. 

In  the  spring  the  students  take  part  in  the  Junior  League  Horse 
Show  in  Lynchburg  and  on  May  Day  they  stage  their  own  show  in 
which  the  Sweet  Briar  horses  and  some  privately  owned  horses  are 
shown  and  ridden  by  the  students  in  such  classes  as  Elementary  Horse- 
manship, Advanced  Horsemanship,  Trail  Class,  Saddle  Class,  Open 
Jumping,  Elementary  Jumping,  Pair  Class  and  Hunt  Teams.  Thirty- 
one  students  took  part  in  the  show  this  year.  Howell  Lykes,  '38,  won 
the  trophy  for  horsemanship,  with  Margaret  Bradley,  '3  8,  head  of  rid- 
ing, second. 

In  the  past  riding  has  been  an  optional  sport,  but  this  year  for  the 
first  time  riding  classes  have  been  given  for  credit.  Riding  instruction 
is  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Harriet  Rogers,  director  of  Physical  Edu- 
cation, and  the  classes  include  work  for  beginners  who  have  never 
ridden  before  as  well  as  for  advanced  students.  The  forward  seat  is 
taught  including  low  school  work  and  jumping. 

Assisting  the  head  of  riding  is  a  group  of  the  more  expert  riders 
called  Riding  Leaders  who  form  the  Riding  Council.  The  members  of 
the  Council  are  good  horsewomen  who  know  the  horses  and  the  trails 
and  are  qualified  to  take  other  students  out  for  rides.  Through  its 
meetings  and  its  committees  the  Council  conducts  all  riding  events, 
including  planning  for  hunts,  drags,  moonlight  or  picnic  rides  and 
horse  shows,  as  well  as  the  more  routine  business  of  assigning  leaders 
to  various  days,  assisting  in  instructing,  and  enacting  and  maintaining 
such  rules  as  are  advisable  for  safety  and  pleasure. 

A  second  and  larger  group  is  composed  of  students  sufficiently  ex- 
perienced to  ride  alone  on  the  extensive  campus,  or  in  small  groups  off 
campus,  but  who  are  not  qualified  to  be  responsible  for  others,  and  the 
third  group  of  riders  are  the  less  expert  ones  who  must  be  accompanied 
by  riding  leaders.     All  arrangements  for  riding  are  made  on  as  informal 
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and  friendly  a  basis  as  possible  so  that  groups  may  remain  congenial 
and  riding  may  be  surrounded  with  as  little  red  tape  as  is  compatible 
with  safety. 

The  dance  at  Sweet  Briar  has  grown  steadily  in  popularity  and 
_  importance  during  the  last  few  years,  and  more  students  were 

enrolled  this  year  in  dancing  classes  for  both  optional  and 
required  work  than  ever  before.  Mary  Helen  Frueauff,  '37,  has  been 
head  of  dancing.  The  dance  is  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Nora  Staael 
of  the  Physical  Education  Department,  who  has  studied  with  Martha 
Graham,  Hanya  Holm,  Doris  Humphrey  and  Charles  Weideman  at  the 
School  of  the  Dance  at  Bennington;  with  Mary  O'Donnell  at  Teachers 
College  of  Columbia  University,  and  with  Emilie  Hewlett  in  New 
York  City.  Miss  Staael  is  primarily  interested  in  the  modern  dance 
and  the  conception  of  the  dance  as  a  means  of  speaking  through  the 
movements  of  the  human  body  is  emphasized  in  the  instruction. 

Sixty-six  students  attended  the  optional  classes  in  the  dance  which 
were  given  during  the  fall.  Twenty-one  of  these  formed  the  Dance 
Group,  the  membership  of  which  is  selected  on  the  basis  of  interest 
and  ability.  These  classes  worked  on  technique  and  simple  dance  pat- 
terns. On  December  7  the  students  presented  a  program  of  Christmas 
dances  which  was  stimulating  and  highly  effective.  Costumes,  scenery, 
lighting  effects  and  choreography  were  all  done  by  the  students  them- 
selves under  the  direction  of  Miss  Staael. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  students  selected  dancing  for  their 
required  work  during  the  winter  season,  and  twenty-eight  reported 
optionally,  a  number  comprising  more  than  half  of  the  entire  student 
body.  No  formal  recital  was  given  this  year,  but  in  March  an  informal 
program  was  presented  in  the  gymnasium  which  included  a  group  of 
dance  techniques  participated  in  by  all  dance  students  as  well  as  dances 
presented  by  each  of  the  dance  classes.  Lighting  and  staging  were  of 
the  simplest  and  there  were  no  costumes. 

During  the  spring  dance  classes  for  credit  were  open  only  to  a  select 
group  of  the  better  students.  Thirteen  were  enrolled  in  these  classes, 
as  well  as  twenty-eight  optional  students.  A  group  of  twenty-four 
worked  out  and  presented  some  English  country  dances  and  a  May- 
pole dance  in  connection  with  the  outdoor  play  which  was  one  of  the 
features  of  the  annual  May  Day  festival. 
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Twenty-five  students  were  taken  into  the  Dance  Group  in  the 
spring  as  the  result  of  this  year's  work.  A  new  choreography  group 
has  been  formed,  the  members  of  which  were  chosen  from  the  Dance 
Group,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  original  dances  and  dance  technique 
to  be  presented  in  recitals. 

Although  the  dance  is  classified  as  one  of  the  organized  activities,  it 
is  rapidly  growing  into  something  more  than  a  sport  or  mere  physical 
training,  and  is  definitely  moving  toward  another  department,  that  of 
the  Fine  Arts. 

Basketball  is  another  winter  sport  which  draws  many  stu- 
dents for  both  required  and  optional  work.  Two  junior 
teams  played  this  year,  four  sophomore  and  six  freshman  teams,  and 
the  class  championship  was  won  by  the  juniors,  with  the  freshmen 
second.  There  was  no  senior  team  this  year,  a  condition  which  the 
Athletic  Association  hopes  to  correct  in  the  future  by  encouraging 
more  players  to  continue  in  the  sport  during  their  last  two  years. 

In  intercollegiate  basketball  the  varsity  did  not  make  a  particularly 
good  showing,  having  lost  the  game  against  William  and  Mary  with  a 
score  of  2  5  to  24;  and  the  game  against  the  Farmville  State  Teachers 
College  with  a  score  of  23  to  15;  and  having  won  the  game  against 
Westhampton  with  a  score  of  22  to  20.  Lillian  Cabell,  '36,  has  been 
this  year's  head  of  basketball  and  captain  of  the  varsity. 

In  order  to  encourage  interest  in  basketball  the  formation  of  house 
teams  and  the  playing  of  house  games  was  tried  this  year,  and  though 
the  system  was  begun  too  late  to  play  complete  rounds,  considerable 
interest  was  manifested  and  the  players  have  recommended  continuing 
the  idea  next  year  beginning  early  in  the  season. 

Sweet  Briar  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  women's  colleges  in 
this  country  to  play  lacrosse  and  the  game  has  been  one  of 
the  organized  sports  for  many  years.  It  is,  however,  a  difficult  game 
to  play  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  taught  in  most  of  the 
preparatory  schools,  few  incoming  students  have  the  previous  back- 
ground of  experience  in  playing  the  game  which  they  have  in  the  more 
generally  established  sports  such  as  hockey  and  basketball.  There  are 
always  a  number  of  students  who  select  lacrosse  for  their  required  work 
and  continue  it  optionally  during  their  junior  and  senior  years,  but  the 
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number  is  smaller  than  in  most  of  the  other  sports.  This  year  there 
were  twenty-eight  beginners  and  twenty-four  advanced  students. 
There  was  no  complete  senior  team,  one  junior  team,  two  sophomore 
teams  and  one  freshman  team.  The  sophomore  first  team  was  unde- 
feated during  the  season  and  won  the  class  championship.  The  lacrosse 
season  began  on  September  23  and  ended  on  November  27  and  eleven 
interclass  games  were  played  during  that  period.  Dorothy  Price,  '37, 
was  head  of  lacrosse  this  year. 

This  year  for  the  first  time  it  was  decided  to  pick  a  varsity  and  a 
sub-varsity  team  in  lacrosse  and  the  season  ended  with  a  match  game 
between  the  two  teams.  In  order  to  arouse  more  interest  in  this  sport 
among  incoming  freshmen  next  year,  it  is  planned  to  have  these  two 
teams  play  an  exhibition  match  early  in  the  season  to  give  the  students 
some  idea  of  what  the  game  is  like  and  how  it  should  be  played. 

The  lake  at  Sweet  Briar  provides  an  opportunity  for  the  stu- 
Water  .  ...... 

_       .        dents  to  take  part  in  water  sports  such  as  swimming,  diving, 

rowing,  and  canoeing.  The  lake  equipment  includes  a  boat 
house  housing  rowboats  and  canoes,  a  pen  for  beginning  swimmers, 
rafts  and  diving  floats.  The  lake  was  opened  for  swimming  from  Sep- 
tember 21  to  November  15  and  from  April  29  to  the  close  of  the  year. 
In  the  fall  an  average  of  ten  girls  went  swimming  each  week-day  and 
twenty-five  over  the  week-ends;  in  the  spring  an  average  of  twenty- 
one  on  week-days  and  thirty-seven  over  week-ends.  Thirty-six  fresh- 
men passed  the  swimming  tests  in  the  fall  and  thirty-seven  in  the 
spring.     Forty-one  girls  passed  the  canoeing  test  this  year. 

An  annual  Lake  Day  is  held  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  college 
each  year  as  a  climax  of  the  water  sports.  This  year  Lake  Day  took 
place  on  May  15  and  included  such  events  as  the  440-yard  swim,  form 
swimming  contests,  the  5  0-yard  front  crawl  and  50-yard  back  crawl, 
canoeing  races,  crew  races,  an  interclass  medley  relay  race,  an  interclass 
relay  race,  diving  contests,  a  novelty  canoe  race,  and  a  canoe  tip  and 
rescue  demonstration.  The  freshman  class  not  only  won  the  meet  but 
the  three  individual  winners  were  all  members  of  that  class.  Ruth 
Rundle,  '37,  was  head  of  Lake  this  year  and  the  Lake  Day  winners  were 
Evelyn  Gibson,  first;   Barbara  Furry,  second;   and  Mary  Judd,  third. 

Following  Lake  Day,  Gala  Night,  the  final  lake  event  of  the  year, 
took  place  on  May  16  when  each  of  the  classes  competed  with  lighted 
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floats  on  the  lake,  followed  by  an  announcement  of  athletic  awards  for 
the  semester.     The  sophomore  class  was  awarded  the  prize  for  its  float. 

Hiking  is  an  optional  sport  which  always  has  many  interested 
participants.  During  the  year  there  were  organized  hikes  to 
Paul's  Mountain,  Kentucky  Ridge,  Coolwell,  two  to  Crabtree  Falls  and 
one  to  the  Peaks  of  Otter,  the  highest  point  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Moun- 
tains in  this  section  of  the  country.  Twenty  girls  went  on  this  hike 
and  spent  the  night  in  order  to  see  the  sun  rise  from  the  top  of  the  peak. 
There  were  many  shorter  hikes  and  picnics  to  points  in  the  nearby 
countryside  and  in  addition  to  the  organized  hikes  many  of  the  girls 
walked  independently,  receiving  five  points  for  each  mile.  Virginia 
Hardin,  '37,  was  head  of  Hiking  this  year. 

Because  of  the  unusual  opportunities  for  hiking  and  mountain 
climbing  in  this  section,  the  Athletic  Association  feels  that  an  outing 
club  cabin  on  one  of  the  nearby  mountains  would  be  a  splendid  source 
of  relaxation  and  interest  for  the  students  and  it  hopes  to  build  such 
a  cabin  for  week-end  use  with  a  fund  of  money  now  on  hand. 

A    he  Archery  is  one  of  the  minor  sports  at  Sweet  Briar,  optional 

except  for  those  whose  physical  condition  makes  it  desirable 
for  them  not  to  participate  in  the  more  strenuous  sports.  During  the 
fall,  fifty-four  were  enrolled  in  archery  classes  for  required  work  and 
ten  for  optional  work.  During  the  spring,  there  were  twenty  in  classes 
and  six  others  went  out  for  optional  practice.  Jaquelin  Cochran,  '37, 
has  been  head  of  archery  this  year  and  under  her  leadership  several 
informal  tournaments  were  included  in  the  archery  schedule  designed 
to  give  more  interest  to  the  sport  and  inject  more  fun  into  it  than  is 
possible  with  individual  shooting  alone.  Team  tryouts  were  held  on 
October  18  and  a  class  tournament  took  place  on  November  8  which 
was  won  by  the  freshmen,  with  Julia  Saunders  winning  the  highest 
individual  score.  During  the  spring,  an  Archery  Club  was  started 
composed  of  an  especially  interested  and  expert  group  who  have  plans 
for  promoting  interest  in  the  sport  next  year. 

The  freshman  tournament  was  the  first  event  on  the  tennis 

program  during  the  fall,  when  tennis  is  one  of  the  optional 

sports.      There  were  thirty-one  entries  in  this   tournament   and  some 

very  good  tennis  material  was  discovered.     The  freshman  finals  were 
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played  on  October  26  and  were  won  by  Mary  Milnor  who  defeated 
Eleanor  Claflin  as  the  runner-up.  This  was  followed  by  the  com- 
munity tournament  which  was  open  not  only  to  students  but  to  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty  and  community.  There  were  forty-four  entries 
and  the  tournament  was  won  by  Almeda  Howard,  '3  8,  who  defeated 
Dr.  Preston  Edwards,  professor  of  Physics,  in  the  finals  and  carried  off 
the  championship  cup  presented  by  Miss  Geneva  Crossman  of  the  class 
of  1935. 

On  September  29,  the  Athletic  Association  sponsored  an  exhibition 
tennis  match  at  Sweet  Briar  in  which  Paul  Pollard,  Virginia  State 
Champion,  defeated  Ralph  Johnson,  the  Lynchburg  champion.  This 
was  followed  by  a  doubles  match  in  which  Paul  Pollard  and  Elizabeth 
Lockett,  '3  8,  played  and  defeated  Ralph  Johnson  and  Almeda  Howard. 

During  the  spring,  when  tennis  is  one  of  the  sports  given  for  credit, 
more  students  than  ever  before  played,  approximately  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  signing  up  in  required  work  and,  therefore,  leaving  very  little 
time  when  the  courts  were  free  for  optional  playing.  Class  teams  of 
seven  players  each  were  selected  after  a  series  of  tryouts  and  class 
matches  were  played  off  with  the  sophomores  coming  in  first  and  the 
freshmen  second.  An  effort  was  made  to  arrange  an  intercollegiate 
match  with  William  and  Mary  this  year,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  pos- 
sible to  complete  the  arrangements.  It  is  hoped  that  this  may  be  ac- 
complished next  year. 

Interest  in  baseball  varies  from  year  to  year  according  to  the 
_  student  group  in  college  and  this  year  there  have  been  few 

players  but  enthusiastic  ones.  The  recommendation  has  there- 
fore been  made  by  May  Paris,  '37,  head  of  baseball,  that  hereafter  it 
shall  be  offered  only  as  an  optional  and  not  as  a  required  sport. 

Badminton,  volley  ball,  and  deck  tennis  were  all  given  for  credit 
this  year  and  proved  very  popular.  Squash  racquets  in  particular  arous- 
ed the  interest  of  the  students.  Both  Miss  Delano  of  the  Physical  Edu- 
cation Department  and  Almeda  Howard  gave  squash  lessons  during  the 
year  and  sixteen  players  entered  the  squash  tournament  which  was  won 
by  Almeda  Howard.  There  were  also  two  squash  ladders,  one  for 
beginners  and  one  for  more  advanced  players,  the  former  headed  by 
Katharine  Niles,  '36,  president  of  the  Athletic  Association,  and  the 
latter  by  Margaret  Smith,  '36. 
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A  badminton  tournament  which  was  open  to  all  comers  was  held 
in  which  Almeda  Howard  defeated  Miss  Delano  in  the  finals. 

PAINT  AND  PATCHES 

The  dramatic  association,  Paint  and  Patches,  is  an  active  organiza- 
tion at  Sweet  Briar  which  affords  students  experience  both  in  acting 
and  in  stagecraft.  Membership  in  the  association  has  always  been  on 
the  basis  of  ability  and  interest.  Formerly  tryouts  were  held  at  the 
beginning  of  each  year  and  the  members  selected  from  the  most 
promising  candidates.  Last  year,  however,  a  new  system  of  selecting 
members  was  instituted.  Now,  in  order  to  become  a  member  of  Paint 
and  Patches,  it  is  necessary  to  have  taken  a  major  part  in  at  least  two 
plays  or  to  have  been  actively  helpful  in  connection  with  the  staging 
and  production  of  at  least  three  plays. 

Mr.  Cameron  King,  instructor  of  Speech  and  Drama,  acts  as  dra- 
matic director  and  instructs  the  members  of  the  organization  in  acting, 
stage  setting,  costuming,  lighting,  and  other  practical  aspects  of  dra- 
matics. Betty  Cocke,  '36,  is  president  of  Paint  and  Patches  for  this 
year;  Willietta  Thompson,  '36,  vice-president;  and  Anna  Lawrence 
Redfern,  '37,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

In  order  not  only  to  select  the  best  material  for  the  casts  of  the 
various  plays  given  during  the  year,  but  also  to  give  the  girls  practical 
instruction,  a  series  of  lectures  on  "The  Technique  of  Acting"  by  Mr. 
King  was  sponsored  during  the  fall  by  Paint  and  Patches.  All  students 
interested  in  dramatics  were  invited  to  attend.  Attendance  was  taken 
and  those  who  were  outstanding  for  their  interest  and  ability  were 
asked  to  join  with  the  old  members  of  the  association  in  the  preparation 
of  skits.  From  these  lectures  and  skits  the  promising  prospects  for 
membership  in  Paint  and  Patches  were  selected. 

Another  feature  instituted  by  the  organization  this  year  has  been  a 
series  of  monthly  meetings  of  the  entire  membership  in  which  four  or 
five  members  prepared  play  readings  or  presented  skits  or  discussed 
some  phase  of  the  drama.  This  was  the  first  step  toward  a  plan,  which 
Paint  and  Patches  hopes  to  put  into  effect  in  the  future,  of  presenting 
play  readings  twice  a  month  as  a  laboratory  for  the  selection  of  plays 
to  be  given  and  as  training  for  the  characters. 

Three  plays  have  been  presented  by  Paint  and  Patches  this  past  year. 
The  first  was  Shakespeare's  "Twelfth  Night,"  which  was  given  in  the 
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chapel  on  October  24  by  the  old  members  of  Paint  and  Patches  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  King.  "Richard  of  Bordeaux"  by  Gordon  Daviot 
was  given  on  February  28  and  29  in  Fletcher  Auditorium,  which  Paint 
and  Patches  has  converted  into  an  effective  "Little  Theatre."  Owing 
to  the  smaller  size  of  the  auditorium  two  performances  of  this  play 
were  given  on  successive  nights.  This  was  a  particularly  interesting 
production  to  be  staged  by  a  woman's  college  because  of  the  predomi- 
nantly masculine  characters  of  the  play.  There  were  only  three 
women's  parts,  all  the  others  being  male  characters  of  a  particularly 
turbulent  period  of  English  history.  The  degree  of  realism  accom- 
plished by  the  players  in  this  production  was  an  evidence  of  the  really 
excellent  quality  of  the  acting.  Paint  and  Patches'  third  production 
was  "May  Morning"  by  Harold  Brighouse,  an  outdoor  presentation 
given  as  one  of  the  features  of  the  May  Day  Festival  on  May  1. 
Because  of  both  the  additional  effort  and  expense  involved  in  the 
presentation  of  "Richard  of  Bordeaux,"  in  connection  with  which 
every  effort  was  made  to  stage  a  highly  finished  production,  Paint  and 
Patches  gave  only  three  plays  this  year  instead  of  the  four  usually 
given. 

In  connection  with  all  these  Paint  and  Patches  plays,  the  girls  do 
all  the  work  of  production  except  some  of  the  heavier  carpentering. 
Under  Mr.  King's  direction,  they  design  the  scenery  and  stage  settings, 
make  the  lighter  backdrops,  do  all  the  painting,  assemble  the  properties 
and  shift  the  scenes  during  the  productions.  They  do  the  research 
work  necessary  for  both  stage  settings  and  costumes  and  draw  the 
designs  for  the  costumes,  which  they  either  carry  out  themselves  or 
submit  to  a  costumer.  When  it  is  necessary  to  rent  costumes,  the 
students  fit  and  alter  them  according  to  the  needs  of  the  special  pro- 
duction. The  lighting  effects  are  also  designed  and  carried  out  by  the 
girls  themselves  and  most  of  the  make-up  work  is  done  by  them, 
more  difficult  character  parts  being  done  by  Mr.  King  or  other  more 
experienced  assistants.  The  result  is  that  a  member  of  Paint  and 
Patches  not  only  has  the  experience  and  the  pleasure  of  acting,  but  also 
learns  from  practical  application  the  actual  work  of  stagecraft. 

Twenty-three  new  members  were  taken  into  Paint  and  Patches  at 
a  special  initiation  ceremony  followed  by  a  banquet  on  May  16,  bring- 
ing the  membership  to  forty-five. 
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STUDENT  PUBLICATIONS 

The  students  maintain  three  publications  at  Sweet  Briar,  a  weekly 
newspaper,  a  literary  magazine  published  five  times  a  year,  and  the 
college  yearbook.  As  in  all  other  student  activities  at  Sweet  Briar 
these  are  all  on  an  entirely  voluntary  basis  with  neither  salaries  nor 
gratuities  attached  to  the  various  offices. 

The  Sweet  Briar  Neivs  is  managed  by  an  editorial  staff 
The   Sweet  .  .  ,         ,.        ...... 

Briar  News      comprising  the  editor-in-chief,  assistant  editors,  various 

departmental  editors,  staff  writers  and  reporters  as  well 

as  a  business  staff  including  the  business  manager,  circulation  manager, 

advertising  manager  and  assistant  advertising  manager,  making  a  total 

of  thirty-five  students  actively  connected  with  the  publication  of  the 

weekly  paper. 

There  is  also  a  Board  of  Control  of  the  Sweet  Briar  News  composed 
of  the  editor-in-chief  and  business  manager  and  elected  members  from 
each  of  the  four  classes  as  well  as  several  members  of  the  faculty  in  an 
advisory  capacity.  The  function  of  this  Board  is  to  establish  and  dis- 
cuss matters  of  policy  connected  with  the  management  of  the  news- 
paper. The  editor-in-chief  and  the  business  manager  of  the  Sweet 
Briar  News  are  elected  by  the  Board  of  Control  and  the  editorship  is 
one  of  the  major  offices  ranking  in  the  Student  Government  point 
system  with  the  presidents  of  Student  Government,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  and 
the  Athletic  Association. 

The  editor-in-chief  this  year  has  been  Ann  Scudder,  '36;  the  as- 
sistant editors,  Orissa  Holden,  '36,  and  Terry  Shaw,  '37;  and  the  busi- 
ness manager,  Jane  Shelton,  '36.  Under  this  staff  several  changes  were 
made  in  the  News  this  year.  The  paper  has  been  printed  on  regular 
news  stock  instead  of  the  glossy  paper  used  in  the  past.  More  feature 
material  and  several  columns  giving  news  from  outside  the  campus 
have  been  included  and  the  effort  has  been  made  to  publish  the  paper 
more  strictly  in  accordance  with  newspaper  form  and  make-up. 
Financially  the  year  has  been  a  very  successful  one.  The  News  will 
have  a  surplus  at  the  close  of  college  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  in 
addition  to  its  own  expenses  it  has  paid  off  a  fairly  large  deficit  left 
by  the  publication  last  year.  Editorially,  the  new  features  have  aroused 
more  campus  interest  in  the  News.     The  paper  was  given  second  class 
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honor  rating  by  the  Associated  Collegiate  Press  of  which  it  is  a  mem- 
ber. The  editor-in-chief  attended  the  regional  conference  of  the 
National  Student  Federation  of  America  last  March  and  took  part  in 
the  discussion  of  the  press  section. 

The  Brambler  is  a  literary  magazine  containing  editorial 
B  nbl  material,  short  stories,  essays  and  poetry  written  by  mem- 
bers of  the  student  body.  Some  of  this  material  is  sub- 
mitted directly  to  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Brambler,  some  of  it  comes 
from  the  advanced  courses  in  writing.  The  Brambler's  editorial  staff 
includes  the  editor-in-chief,  the  business  manager,  five  associate  editors, 
eight  assistant  editors,  a  book  review  editor,  an  exchange  editor  and  an 
art  editor  as  well  as  a  business  staff  of  five  members.  Alice  Benet,  '36, 
has  been  this  year's  editor-in-chief  and  Parker  Goodwin,  '36,  business 
manager. 

The  Brambler  was  given  first  class  honor  rating  for  193  5-36  by  the 
National  Scholastic  Press  Association,  the  quality  of  its  fiction,  critical 
writing,  essays,  poetry,  humor  and  editing  receiving  especial  commen- 
dation. Favorable  comment  was  also  given  on  the  decorative  work  of 
the  Brambler,  the  cover  design,  the  paper  stock  and  the  binding. 
Criticism  was  made  that  there  were  too  few  editorials  and  not  enough 
art  work  in  the  magazine.  The  Brambler  is  a  member  of  the  Virginia 
Intercollegiate  Press  Association  and  of  the  National  Scholastic  Press 
Association.  Rosalie  Hall,  '37,  and  Elliott  Lewis,  '37,  of  the  Brambler 
staff,  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Virginia  Intercollegiate  Press  Asso- 
ciation held  early  in  November  this  year. 

The  Briar  Patch  is  the  college  yearbook  which  is  published 
p  .  .        each  year  by  the  members  of  the  junior  class.     The  juniors 

elect  their  own  editorial  staff  which  includes  the  editor-in- 
chief,  three  assistant  editors,  a  number  of  departmental  editors  and  a 
business  staff  of  six  members.  Anne  Lemmon  was  this  year's  editor 
of  the  Briar  Patch  and  Janet  Bogue  its  business  manager.  The  Briar 
Patch,  as  well  as  the  other  two  student  publications,  reports  a  satis- 
factory financial  situation,  ending  the  year  with  a  substantial  surplus. 
As  a  representative  of  the  Briar  Patch  staff,  Janet  Bogue  attended  the 
annual  conference  of  the  National  Scholastic  Press  Association  held  in 
Chicago  in  the  fall,  and   Anne  Lemmon  went   to  New  Orleans  last 
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spring  to  attend  the  press  section  of  the  regional  conference  of  the 
National  Student  Federation  of  America,  of  which  the  Briar  Patch  is 
also  a  member.  This  year's  Briar  Patch  was  published  early  in  May; 
the  ratings  on  it  from  the  National  Press  Association  will  not  be 
received  until  August. 

CHORAL  GROUPS 

The  Glee  Club  has  in  recent  years  become  one  of  the  out- 
Glee  Club      standing   campus  organizations.      Under   the  direction  of 

Mr.  Alfred  Finch,  professor  of  Music,  the  Glee  Club  offers 
instruction  in  group  singing  and  acquaintance  with  choral  music  cover- 
ing a  wide  range  of  modes  and  periods.  The  Sweet  Briar  group  has 
been  doing  serious  work  in  the  last  few  years  in  contrast  to  the  very 
light  music  formerly  sung  by  Glee  Clubs  and  student  interest  in  the 
organization  has  steadily  increased.  All  students  are  eligible  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Glee  Club  and  new  members  are  selected  by  a  system 
of  tryouts  given  each  fall.  Thirty-eight  new  members  were  taken  into 
the  organization  last  October,  bringing  the  membership  of  the  Glee 
Club  to  sixty-four  for  this  year.  The  Club  meets  twice  each  week 
and  gives  several  concerts  during  the  year  including  joint  concerts  with 
the  Glee  Clubs  of  the  University  of  Virginia  and  of  Washington  and 
Lee  University.  It  has  also  sung  on  several  occasions  in  Lynchburg. 
Elizabeth  Wall,  '36,  is  this  year's  president  of  the  Glee  Club  and  Betty 
Cocke,  '36,  is  business  manager. 

_  The  choir  is  composed  of  the  best  voices  from  the  Sweet  Briar 

Choir.  Glee  Club  and  numbers  thirty-five  members  this  year.  This 
vested  group  sings  at  the  Sunday  chapel  services  and  other 
special  occasions  and  each  year  gives  a  Christmas  Carol  service  on 
the  Sunday  evening  before  the  beginning  of  the  Christmas  holidays. 
Willietta  Thompson,  '36,  is  president  of  the  choir.  The  group  does 
really  fine  work  which  lends  beauty  and  dignity  to  the  religious  services 
of  the  college. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  RELATIONS  CLUB 

This  club  is  composed  of  students  who  are  interested  in  the  great 
international  questions  of  the  day,  and  membership  is  based  upon  the 
passing  of   a  test   upon   international   affairs   given   in   the  fall.      The 
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organization  has  had  fifty-two  members  this  year.  The  club  seeks 
to  stimulate  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  day  both  national  and  inter- 
national by  means  of  monthly  discussion  meetings  and  by  bringing 
speakers  to  Sweet  Briar  from  time  to  time  to  lecture  on  international 
affairs.  The  club  has  sponsored  current  events  talks  given  each  week 
by  Mr.  Perry  Laukhuff,  instructor  in  Government  for  the  past  two 
years.  A  bulletin  board  in  the  entrance  of  the  Mary  Helen  Cochran 
Library  is  posted  daily  with  clippings  of  important  events  taken  from 
the  current  newspapers  and  an  International  Relations  Reading  Shelf 
is  kept  in  the  library  with  new  books  added  twice  a  year.  Subscrip- 
tions to  newspapers  and  periodicals  by  members  of  the  club  are  en- 
couraged and  the  club  co-operates  with  other  campus  organizations  in 
connection  with  speakers  and  special  events.  The  International  Rela- 
tions Club  together  with  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  has  also  been  the  center  for 
student  peace  activities  on  the  Sweet  Briar  campus,  and  has  contributed 
money  to  the  Emergency  Peace  Program  to  help  a  student  from  some 
other  college  do  field  work  with  the  campaign  this  summer,  since  Sweet 
Briar  is  not  sending  a  delegate. 

DEPARTMENTAL  CLUBS 

There  are  a  number  of  very  active  organizations  sponsored  by  vari- 
ous academic  departments  at  Sweet  Briar  for  students  within  those 
departments,  the  purposes  of  which  are  both  intellectual  stimulation 
and  social  intercourse. 

The  English  Club  is  composed  of  juniors  and  seniors  who 
The  English  s  .        .  . [  } 

are  majoring  in  the  English  Department.     Its  particular 

objectives    are    to    keep   in    touch   with   modern   literary 

trends  through  the  reading  of  contemporary  books,  to  give  a  number 

of  books  each  year  to  the  Browsing  Room  of  the  library  and  to  promote 

informal  lectures  on  literary  subjects.     Ruth  Gilliam,  '36,  is  president 

of  the  club. 

Der  Der  Deutsche  Verein  is  mainly  a  social  organization  designed 

Deutsche    to  promote  interest  in   the  German   language,   customs  and 
culture.     The   club   has   fifty-three   members   and   Winifred 
Hagberg  is  this  year's  president. 
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L'Alliance  Francaise  has  for  years  been  an  active  oreaniza- 
Xj  AlilfliHOfl 
Francaise      t*on  anc*  C^s  ^ear  ^as  rnernt»ership  of  forty  students.     The 

Sweet  Briar  club  is  affiliated  with  the  L'Alliance  Franchise 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Programs  are  presented  designed  to 
stimulate  interest  in  French  culture  and  especially  in  modern  France 
and  are  conducted  in  French.  The  club  also  usually  presents  a  French 
play  during  the  year.  It  is  making  efforts  to  build  up  a  French  library 
at  Sweet  Briar  and  to  secure  French  films  for  presentation  during  the 
year.  L'Alliance  Frangaise  works  to  stimulate  interest  in  travel  and 
study  abroad  and  is  giving  scholarship  assistance  to  one  of  its  members 
who  is  this  year  spending  her  junior  year  at  the  Sorbonne  under  the 
Delaware  Foreign  Study  Plan.  Marquart  Powell,  '36,  who  also  spent 
her  junior  year  at  the  Sorbonne,  is  president  of  the  club. 

El  Club  Espanol  is  one  of  the  most  active  language  clubs 
Es     nol         on  campus,  members  of  which  must  have  taken  at  least 

one  semester  of  Spanish  and  have  good  academic  standing. 
Membership  of  the  club  is  limited  to  thirty.  Monthly  meetings  are 
held  and  the  programs  include  discussions  of  Spanish  politics,  literature, 
art  and  music.  The  club  is  affiliated  with  El  Instituto  de  las  Espanas 
in  Washington  which  is  a  national  society  co-operating  with  its  mem- 
ber clubs  in  obtaining  lecturers  and  literature.  Within  the  Spanish 
Club,  there  is  an  honorary  society,  the  Ateneo,  which  was  founded  at 
Sweet  Briar  several  years  ago  and  is  in  process  of  becoming  a  national 
organization.  Membership  in  the  Ateneo  is  selected  on  the  basis  of 
good  academic  standing  and  genuine  interest  in  Hispanic  culture  and 
civilization.  Members  of  the  faculty  may  also  be  admitted  to  the 
Ateneo  and  this  year  Dr.  Dora  Neill  Raymond  was  taken  into  the  club 
becoming  thereby  also  an  honorary  member  of  the  Spanish  Club.  The 
five  members  who  were  honored  this  year  by  being  elected  to  the  Ateneo 
are:  Virginia  Rutty,  '36,  president  of  the  club;  Elizabeth  Williams, 
'37;  Margaretha  Minder,  '37;  Mary  Helen  Frueauff,  '37;  and  Kitty 
King  Corbett,  '3  8.  Each  year  on  April  21,  the  club  celebrates  the 
birthday  of  Cervantes  with  some  special  event.  This  year  for  the  first 
time,  they  staged  a  Spanish  play,  "Rosina  Es  Fragil,"  which  was  highly 
successful. 
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The  Italian  Club  is  the  newest  of  the  campus  organiza- 
II  Crocchio        ...  i     •     •  i  t-i  jl    l 

tions,  being  only  in  its  second  year,      lhe  purpose  of  the 

club   is    to   stimulate   interest   in   Italian   culture   and   to 

further  this  aim  monthly  meetings  are  held  which  are  both  social  and 

educational.     Phoebe  Pierson,  '36,  is  president  of  the  club. 

The  Sociology  and  Economics  Club  is  composed  of 
The  Sociology  ,  .     .        .       ,       ,  , 

.     ,  ,.,  .         students  maionne  in  the  department.     By  means  01 

And  Economics  . 

Qlufo  its   monthly   meetings   it   seeks   to   keep   members   in 

touch  with  current  matters  of  social  and  economic 
interest.  It  also  brings  speakers  to  the  campus  and  holds  discussion 
meetings.     Eliza  Lewis,  '36,  is  its  president  this  year. 

The  Classical  Club,  membership  in  which  is  limited  to 
The  Clcissiccil 
rl  .  those   students   who   are   taking   or   have   taken   college 

Greek  or  Latin  beyond   the  requirement   for  a  degree, 

seeks  to  foster  interest  in  the  literature,  life  and  art  of  the  Greeks 

and  Romans.     Janet  Bogue,  '37,  is  president  of  the  club. 

The  Biology  Club  is  composed  of  students  majoring  in 
The  Biology  6/     ,  r  T  i 

„,  ,  the   Biology   department.      It    holds    monthly   meetings 

and  discussion  groups  and  each  year  it  offers  a  scholar- 
ship to  a  student  showing  marked  proficiency  for  a  summer  course 
at  a  biological  station. 


HONORARY  SOCIETIES 
There  are  two  honorary  societies  at  Sweet  Briar,  Tau  Phi,  an  upper- 
class  society,  membership  in  which  is  based  upon  scholarship  and  stu- 
dent citizenship,  and  Q.  V.,  a  newly  established  honorary  sophomore 
order.  Members  of  Tau  Phi  act  as  ushers  at  all  college  events,  keep 
the  Browsing  Room  of  the  library  open  over  week-ends  and  endeavor 
to  be  of  service  to  the  college  community  in  various  ways.  The 
activities  of  Q.  V.  are  concerned  with  building  up  student  morale 
and  co-operation  among  the  members  of  their  own  class. 
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